MARCHS5, 200
VOLUME://: ISSUB

COULD TWITTER KILL
CREDIT CARDS

A nutshell history of money
might go something like:
First we had barter, then
hard currency, then checks
and credit cards, then...
Twitter? A handful of writers
think that social media tools
like Twitter could allow
people to seamlessly,
instantly, and cheaply
transfer money. If it works, it
would eliminate the need for
some of banking’s basic
services.

Learn more by reading the
full article here.

Source: theatlanticwire.com

BETA STOCK PORIPONITES MOST LOVED BRAT

It’s no secret that brands can inspire love. MyBrandz has built a virtual
stock investment portfolio based on the top 20 “most lovable” brands.

Now in beta, MyBrandz provides an online a;w TOReeees
community to unite fans of the best-loved <) =)
consumer brands. Aiming to test the :
correlation between brand love and & -
success on the financial markets, the ©
Brands Love Portfolio is based on the top
20 most loved brands on the Web. Those
brands were chosen using MyBrandz’s &2
proprietary algorithm, which takes into con3|derat|on 28 different
parameters — including the number of positive mentions on Twitter and the
number of Facebook fans.

Taken together, the Brands Love Portfolio has shown much higher results
than the Dow Jones, NASDAQ and S&P 500 indices, MyBrandz says, with
an annual return of about 64 %.

Currently, the Brands Love Portfolio functions only as a virtual one, but
anyone can follow, test and compare it with other indices. MyBrandz plans
to continue developing it, however, possibly eventually releasing it to the
market as a new investment product.

Source: Springwise.com

MASHUP TAKES THE PAIN OUT OF FILING TAXE!

It didn’t take long for Mint.com’s new owners to mash it with one of their
own flagship offline products. After acquiring the most popular online
personal finance tool in September 2009, Intuit went to work to make tax
season 2010 a wave of the future.

Mint.com allows users to manage all of their personal finances, and now an
interface has been built to Intuit’s TurboTax to allow for a simple electronic
tax-filing service. Where doing taxes once meant gathering up the year’s
paper receipts and a calculator, Mint.com’s budgeting tools can
automatically export all reimbursable expenses and interest deductions to
Turbo Tax.

Convergence and disintermediation continue to accelerate in financial
services. What does that mean? Look for more and more third-party virtual
vendors to replace traditional middlemen like banks, brokers and
accountants. Security, privacy and simplicity (not to mention a fail-safe
cancel-send button) are key to broad consumer adoption.

Source: Iconoculture

wcm & cnm’m snu wcm on'vt m,

;'? AR b IS 4

o ol


http://mybrandz.com/
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http://www.mint.com/
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ZOOMPASS LAUNCHES CONTACTLESS MOBILE PAY
TEST IN CANADA

BUXTER MONEY TRANS
SERVICE LAUNCHES OI
FACEBOOK
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Source:

PARENTS TEACHING KIDS MONEY VALUES

According to a recent survey by American Express, 71% of parents with
children between the ages 6 and 16 say their children understand that we
are in a recession. This number suggests that talks about the current
economic environment are happening at kitchen tables across the country.
The survey also reveals that 91% of parents say they are committed to
instilling lessons of financial responsibility in their children in 2010.

Not only are America’s youth attuned to the country’s economic downturn,
some are even internalizing a sense of responsibility for the family budget,
the report says. One in five children has indicated to a parent that “maybe

Source:



http://home3.americanexpress.com/corp/pc/2010/cci.asp

